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SUBJECT: ARTICLE 1 13 DISCUSSION OF GATT ISSUES 

REE: EC BRUSSELS 9422 

1 . WE HAD A DISCUSSION ABOUT 1 13 MEETING WITH TOM 
SHARP, DEPARTMENT OE TRADE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, WHO 
FILLED IN EOR ROBIN GRAY WHO IS NOT EXPECTED BACK UNTIL 
EARLY NOVEMBER. SHARP'S COMMENTS WERE ESSENTIALLY CON- 
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SEVERAL POINTS. 

(A) GATT MINISTERIAL MEETING. AKTER MENTIONING SAME 
DOUBTS AS OTHER MEMBER STATES HAVE ABOUT THE USEEULNESS 
OF SUCH A MEETING, SHARP ADDED THAT MOST PARTICIPANTS 

AT THE LUNCHEON DISCUSSION FELT THAT IF THE U.S. CON- 
TINUES TO PRESS FOR A MINISTERIAL MEETING IT WOULD BE 
VERY DIFFICULT TO AVOID; THERE WAS APPARENTLY SOME DIS- 
CUSSION OF A JUNE MINISTERIAL AS A COMPROMISE SOLUTION. 

(B) SAFEGUARDS. SEVERAL EC COUNTRIES ARE INTERESTED IN 
PURSUING THE SELECTIVITY ISSUE AT AN EARLY POINT. UN- 
DERSTANDABLY, GIVEN ITS ECONOMIC PLIGHT, THE UK WANTS 
AS A "BASIC RIGHT" THE OPTION TO ACT SELECTIVELY, SUBJECT 
TO APPROPRIATE CONTROLS. SHARP FINDS U.S. SAFEGUARDS 
PROPOSAL INADEQUATE ON THIS POINT. 

(C) BRASILIAN REFORM PROPOSAL. UK IS THE MEMBER STATE 
THAT PREFERS THE U.S. DRAFT AS A STARTING POINT FOR 
SEEKING COMMON GROUND WITH BRASILIAN DRAET. 

(D) ON QUESTION OF USEFULNESS OF 1 13 MEETINGS AT PRIN- 
CIPALS LEVEL, SHARP SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY SERIOUS 
UK ANNOYANCE WITH TME RELATIVELY INCONCLUSIVE NATURE OF 
THE DISCUSSIONS. 

ARMSTRONG 
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